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2.3 Commitments Register
Introduction
Overview

2.3.1 The Proposed Development will mitigate adverse environmental impact as far as
practicable with the application of the mitigation hierarchy. The design and
mitigation measures have been defined through the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) process, informed by consultation and technical assessment.
The Environmental Statement (ES) therefore sets out the mitigation measures
that will be implemented to reduce identified adverse effects as far as practicable.

2.3.2 As outlined in ES Volume 1, Chapter 5: the Proposed Development
[EN0110020/APP/6.5], the Rochdale Envelope approach has been employed to
accommodate flexibility in the Proposed Development’s design. The approach
allows the integration of mitigation measures early in the design process whilst
providing adaptability to enable consultation to positively influence the Proposed
Development.

2.3.3 This Commitments Register outlines the measures which will be implemented in
so far as the design evolution of the Proposed Development allows. This is to
provide an overview to stakeholders of how the Proposed Development will
adhere to the principles of best practice and good design in accordance with the
mitigation hierarchy.

2.3.4 All mitigation will be secured under the Development Consent Order (DCO),
meaning that the obligation to deliver and implement the mitigation measures that
are proposed will be legally enforceable under the Planning Act 2008. The
relevant securing mechanisms are varied however the Applicant envisions that
embedded mitigation related to design features and siting of infrastructure would
be secured via requirements in the DCO to construct the Proposed Development
in accordance with certified plans and parameters.

2.3.5 The ES includes an Illustrative Masterplan and Illustrative Mitigation Masterplan
(ES Volume 3, Figure 5.1: Illustrative Masterplan [EN0110020/APP/6.19] and
outline Landscape and Ecology Management Plan Appendix A: Illustrative
Mitigation Masterplan [EN0110020/APP/5.13], respectively) which dictate the
Proposed Development's siting of infrastructure, maximum parameters and
proposals for landscaping and mitigation.

2.3.6 Furthermore, various management plans will implement the mitigation proposed
and the commencement of construction will be conditional upon the relevant Local
Planning Authorities (LPAs) or relevant local drainage Authorities approving these
management plans. These management plans will be required to be developed
substantially in accordance with a corresponding "outline" version of that plan, the
outline plans include a mixture of high-level principles which will inform the
practices and measures which will be included in the final plans as well as more
prescriptive commitments.

Outline Management Plans
2.3.7 An outline Construction Environmental Management Plan (oCEMP)

[EN0110020/APP/5.9] has been submitted with the Application and sets out the
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secured construction phase mitigation measures that will be implemented through
the detailed Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). The oCEMP
[EN0110020/APP/5.9] establishes the overarching framework, controls and
commitments that will govern construction activities and ensure that
environmental effects are avoided, reduced or appropriately managed.

2.3.8 The oCEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.9] includes confirmed mitigation measures and
embedded controls covering, as a minimum:

2.3.9 The oCEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.9] also defines roles and responsibilities for
environmental management during construction, alongside monitoring, inspection,

 The protection of ecological receptors, including legally protected and
priority species (such as bats, great crested newts, otter, water vole, reptiles,
breeding birds, badgers and other mammals), delivered through defined
working methods, timing restrictions, exclusion zones, pre-construction
checks, toolbox talks and supervision by a suitably qualified Ecological Clerk
of Works (ECoW);

 Measures to control construction lighting, including restrictions on timing,
location and design to minimise disturbance to nocturnal and crepuscular
species;

 Biosecurity controls and procedures to prevent the introduction or spread of
invasive non-native species (INNS);

 Construction controls to protect retained habitats, trees and vegetation,
including the use of Root Protection Areas, protective fencing, controlled
vegetation clearance and reinstatement;

 Soil, land quality and agricultural land protection measures, secured through
an Outline Soil Management Plan (oSMP) included within the oCEMP
[EN0110020/APP/5.9], covering soil stripping, handling, storage,
reinstatement, prevention of compaction and procedures for managing
unexpected ground conditions or contamination;

 The environmentally responsible management of excavated materials,
secured through an Outline Excavated Materials Management Plan
(oEMMP) included within the oCEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.9], covering
classification, segregation, reuse and, where necessary, disposal of
materials;

 Pollution prevention and control measures to protect soils, groundwater and
surface waters, including defined watercourse buffers, best-practice
watercourse crossing methods, sediment and runoff control, bunded
storage, spill prevention and response procedures, and concrete
management controls;

 Construction-phase surface water and drainage measures, incorporating
Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) principles to manage runoff and
reduce flood risk;

 Dust and air quality management measures, secured through an Outline
Dust Management Plan (oDMP) included within the oCEMP
[EN0110020/APP/5.9], covering mitigation, monitoring and complaint
response procedures;

 Construction and decommissioning waste management measures, secured
through an Outline Site Waste Management Plan (oSWMP) included within
the oCEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.9], applying the waste hierarchy and setting
out roles, responsibilities, monitoring and record-keeping requirements; and

 Environmental incident prevention, preparedness and response procedures,
secured through an Outline Incident Response Plan (oIRP) included within
the oCEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.9].



ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT

Environmental Statement

whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk Page 3

reporting and compliance procedures to demonstrate adherence to the ES
commitments and the DCO.

2.3.10 Construction traffic, access management and Public Rights of Way management
are secured separately through the outline Construction Traffic Management
Plan (oCTMP) [EN0110020/APP/5.12] and outline Public Rights of Way
Management Plan (oPRoWMP) [EN0110020/APP/5.14], with the oCEMP
[EN0110020/APP/5.9] providing coordination and oversight to ensure that these
measures are implemented consistently alongside wider environmental controls.

2.3.11 The oCTMP [EN0110020/APP/5.12] sets out the measures that will be
implemented to manage construction traffic. These measures include:

2.3.12 An outline Written Scheme of Investigation (oWSI) [EN0110020/APP/5.16]
has been prepared and submitted with the Application to set out the framework for
archaeological investigation and mitigation in relation to construction and
excavation works, including along the Cable Corridor. The oWSI
[EN0110020/APP/5.16] establishes the approach for identifying, evaluating and
mitigating impacts on known and potential buried archaeological remains and
cultural heritage assets.

 As far as reasonably practicable, scheduling deliveries outside of school
opening and closing times, with drivers informed through site induction of the
presence of schools within settlements along the construction delivery
routes;

 The application of construction traffic speed limits, including the
consideration of reduced speeds (for example, 20 mph within 30 mph zones)
through sensitive locations along delivery routes and on approach to the
main Site access points;

 A requirement for heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) to follow the approved
construction routes to the Site, with measures to encourage efficient vehicle
use, such as back-loading, where practicable, and the use of banksmen
and/or controlled convoy systems on single-track roads and near access
points where necessary to maintain safety;

 The provision of temporary construction traffic signage along identified
delivery routes and at access points to warn other road users of construction
activity and to protect the safety of all users, including non-motorised users,
through appropriate signage and the maintenance of sight lines;

 The provision of appropriate parking facilities within construction
compounds, with no HGVs permitted to lay up on surrounding public roads;

 Advance notification to local residents and Community Councils of the timing
of Abnormal Loads Vehicle (ALV) deliveries and periods of elevated
construction traffic, where practicable;

 Management of construction material lay-down areas to enable staggered
delivery schedules, avoiding convoy arrivals and peak or unsociable hours
where practicable;

 The appointment of a Site Liaison Officer responsible for coordinating
construction vehicle movements and ensuring delivery timings do not conflict
with planned works on the surrounding road network;

 Implementation of a construction staff travel plan to encourage travel modes
that reduce reliance on single-occupancy private car use;

 Requirements for all HGVs transporting fine or loose materials to be sheeted
to prevent dust emissions and spillage onto the highway; and

 Arrangements for regular road inspection, maintenance and cleaning,
including road sweeping near Site access points and wheel-washing
facilities for vehicles leaving the Site.
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2.3.13 The detailed Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) will be consulted upon with
the relevant stakeholders following post-consent determination and will be
substantially in accordance with the submitted oWSI [EN0110020/APP/5.16],
ensuring that appropriate archaeological mitigation measures are implemented
prior to and during construction, as required.

2.3.14 Operational impacts will be managed through adherence to the outline
Operational Environmental Management Plan (oOEMP)
[EN0110020/APP/5.10], which has been prepared and submitted with the
Application and sets out the framework for managing operational-phase
environmental effects.

2.3.15 The oOEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.10] establishes the mitigation measures and
controls that will be implemented to manage a range of potential operational
impacts, including (but not limited to) those relating to operational traffic, ecology,
landscape, air quality and ground conditions. Measures relating to land quality
and soils during the operational phase of the Proposed Development will also be
implemented through the Soil Management Plan, in accordance with the
framework established by the oOEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.10].

2.3.16 An outline Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (oLEMP)
[EN0110020/APP/5.13] has been prepared and is submitted with the Application.
The oLEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.13] sets out the framework for the
implementation, management and maintenance of landscape and biodiversity
mitigation measures, including those required to deliver biodiversity net gain
(BNG).

2.3.17 The decommissioning phase of the Proposed Development will be undertaken in
accordance with an outline Decommissioning Environmental Management
Plan (oDEMP) [EN0110020/APP/5.12], which has been prepared and submitted
with the Application. The oDEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.12] establishes the
overarching framework for managing environmental effects arising from the
dismantling and removal of the Proposed Development, with the aim of avoiding,
minimising or appropriately managing potential impacts during decommissioning.

2.3.18 The oDEMP [EN0110020/APP/5.12] sets out the principles, controls and
mitigation measures that will apply during the decommissioning phase and will be
developed into a detailed Decommissioning Environmental Management Plan
(DEMP) prior to commencement of decommissioning, in accordance with the
requirements of the Draft DCO [EN0110020/APP/3.1].

2.3.19 Measures relating to soil management, traffic management and water
consumption during decommissioning will also be implemented through the
relevant management plans, as set out within the oDEMP
[EN0110020/APP/5.12]. These measures will ensure that, subject to landowner
agreement and any infrastructure intended to remain in situ, land disturbed during
decommissioning is appropriately reinstated and returned to an agreed
post-development condition.

Environmental Commitments
2.3.20 Table 2.3-1 lists the environmental mitigation measures that will be adopted

during the construction, operation and maintenance and decommissioning phases
of the Proposed Development.

2.3.21 Where relevant, cross-references are provided to the mechanism through which
these commitments will be secured.
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2.3.22 This Appendix should be read in conjunction with the full text in the chapters in
Volume 1 and Volume 2 of the ES.

2.3.23 Where monitoring is an intrinsic part of the commitment, the text is not repeated in
the monitoring column.
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